
PRECINCT DELEGATES -- 
GRASSROOTS OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY...  

(presented as part of the Voter Educational Services of the Lapeer CountyDemocratic Party in 

assuring that Every Vote Counts)  

 

 

WHAT IS PRECINCT? 

**The precinct is the smallest political unit in the 
country and all voters in a precinct vote at one  

location.  The precinct is where elections are won and 
lost.  It's your neighborhood.  You know the people 
and you know what issues are most important in 
them. 

WHAT IS A PRECINCT 
DELEGATE? 

**The role of the precinct delegate is one of the most 
important yet least understood of any elected office.  
It is the active precinct delegate who wins elections 
for the Democratic Party.  
Prcinct delegates are elected directly by the voters of 
each precinct to serve as a bridge between voters and 
the Democratic Party in your neighborhood and you 
represent your neighborhood at Democratic Party 
meetings. 

WHAT DO PRECINCT 
DELEGATES DO? 

**Help Democrats get registered to vote.  
**Take information on issues and candidates to the 
voters in oyour precinct.  
**Identify other Democrats, and recruit new Party 
members.  
**Help turn out the Democratic vote in your   
neighborhood on Election Day.  
**Keep Democratic leaders informed about the issues 
that concern voters. 

HOW DO PRECINCT 
DELEGATES GET 
ELECTED? 

**Precinct Delegates are elected in the Democratic 
primary every 2 years in August.  Only Democratic 
voters choose Democratic precinct delegates.  
   Each precinct is allotted a number of precinct 
delegates based on past Democratic voting strength.  
Your district or county chair will be able to tell you 
how many delegate positions have been allocated to 



your precinct.  
   Precinct delegate candidates file an AFFIDAVIT OF 
IDENTITY to get on the ballot.  There is no longer a 
petition requirement for precinct delegate candidates.  
A precinct delegate candidate can file with the clerk of 
their county, city or township of residence.  (Formerly, 
all precinct delegate candidates filed at the county 
level. )  Your Affidavit of Identity must be notarized.  
Candidates for precinct delegate must file their 
Affidavit of Identity form with their clerk.  the filing 
deadline for precinct delegate candidates falls on the 
twelfth Tuesday prior to the August primary.  A 
precinct delegate can be elected with just one vote.  
(Formerly a precinct delegate candidate needed a 
three-vote minimum.) 

WHAT ARE THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
THE PRECINCT 
DELEGATE? 

**They are the campaign leaders for the Democratic 
Party in their precincts.  After the primary, those 
elected will be officially notified by the county clerk by 
mail.  the notification will include the time and place 
of the district or county Democratic Convention, 
which will be held in August after the primary.  
*Precinct delegates should take their official 
notification to the district or county convention to 
register with the convention credentials committee.   
**District or county conventions will elect delegates to 
the state convention held in August or September.  
These conventions may  

also debate or adopt resolutions for recommendation 
to the site convention's platform committee.  
**The state convention will debate and adopt a 
platform, nominate candidates for Lt. Governor, 
Attorney General, Secretary of State, Supreme Court 
Justices, State Board of Education and university 
boards, and select presidential electors. 

WHAT OTHER 
FUNCTIONS DO 
PRECINCT DELEGATES 
HAVE? 

**After election day, precinct delegates have another 
responsibility.  Precinct delegates will convene in 
District or county conventions to elect executive 
committees and officers to serve through the next 
general election.  There they will also elect delegates 
to the February state convention where new state 
party officers and a new state central committee will 
be chosen to serve for the next 2 years. 

CHECKLIST TO BECOME 
A PRECINCT DELEGATE: 

1. Obtain a precinct map from the county, city or 
townships clerk's office.  



2. Find out the number of Democratic precinct 
delegate positions in your precinct.  

3. File you AFFIDAVIT OF IDENTITY with your county, 
city or township clerk no later than 4:00 PM on the 
twelfth Tuesday before the August Primary, usually in 
May, Your Affidavit of Identity must be notarized.  
Find out how many candidates have filed for precinct 
delegate in your precinct.  

4. If you have opposition, contact your neighbors, 
friends and family that reside in your precinct and ask 
for their support.  Primary election day is in August.  
Remember to vote...  

5. Get involved in your local Democratic Party 
immediately.  Keep the Party informed about what 
your neighbors are talking about and keep your 
neighbors informed about what elected Democrats 
are doing for them.  
  

     THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS HERE TO HELP.  LET US KNOW IF YOU NEED 
HELP.  LET US KNOW IF YOU NEED INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE.  BY 
WORKING TOGETHER, WE CAN DELIVER MICHIGAN FOR THE DEMOCRATIC 
TICKET.  DON'T SIT ON THE SIDELINES -- RUN FOR PRECINCT DELEGATE AND 
BE PART OF THE POLITICAL SOLUTION.  

this information was made available to you by the  

Michigan Democratic Party:  606 Townsend Street, Lansing, MI  484933.  -- Phone: 
517-371-5410 -- Fax: 517-371-2056 --  

Email: midemparty@mi-democrats.com  

webmaster  // LCDP Home  //  Lapeer County Information Depot  // this site last 
reviewed 15 Aug 03 

 

 

mailto:gwave98@aol.com
http://dem.lapeer.org/
http://lapeer.org/

